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 and gallant byzantium, I have learned to compare the death of a friend to a friend's life, to forget myself in everything except
the pain of this parting, which is unbearable. But in all things nature had favored the father of the hero: he had been athletic, tall,

powerful, and had commanded the hearts of many, but his death is most painful. The same destiny was overtaking him in all
spheres, even in the gods' realm: they too were marching to their death. His wife had died, and no child had been born to him, to
preserve the line of descendants. Many who loved him had died, and many many more would die—because of him and because
of me. And for what? This is what I ask you to tell me. # **28** Before my husband's funeral I prepared myself with weapons
for a battle with death. He had loved nothing better than to hold the spear, and he was the strongest in these arts. But there is a

way that is worse than any battle: when you sit with a friend for the last time, not even changing out of your dress that you would
wear in war, not even changing out of your sandals. And for what? What are we here? My husband too was pained by his own
mortality, but he still came and went. He was not bound by fate, but he now lies buried in the earth. O youth, you don't know! I
will not let you escape your fear of death. # **29** The wisest man of my time has died at the age of seventy in battle: he was a

man of commanding 82157476af
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